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#1 Bestseller in Western & Frontier Christian Romance, Contemporary Christian Romance, and

Christian Westerns! Can one summer together make up for eight years of separation? Commander

Brett Murphy left his familyâ€™s construction firm in Oklahoma City for a life of hard work at Three

Rivers Ranch. Alone, without a wife and kids, Brett needs the camaraderie he enjoyed while serving

overseas with his Army buddies, Squire Ackerman and Peter Marshall.What Brett doesnâ€™t need

is the reappearance of his ex-wife. Fiery Kate Donnely has come to Three Rivers to confess to Brett

that theyâ€™re still married, and oh, he has a seven-year-old son she never told him about. At least

not in letters she mailed.Eight years ago, Kate left Oklahoma City only weeks after Brettâ€™s first

deployment, shamed because of her bad choices and the unborn child of a man sheâ€™d already

asked for a divorce. She needs him to sign the papers now or she canâ€™t have access to her hefty

inheritance. But Brett absolutely does not want Kate to take his son away from him again. They

strike a deal: Sheâ€™ll stay at Three Rivers for the summer so Brett can have the opportunity to get

to know his son. How far will they have to go and how much will they have to forgive in order to

become a family? For fans of inspirational western romance authors Kimberly Krey, Becky Wade,

and Denise Hunter.Themes/Topics>Clean romance>Contemporary romance>Western

romance>Cowboy romance>Military romance>Second chance romance>Texas ranch, divorce,

PTSD, single motherhood, forgiveness, acceptance, love
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Kate shows up looking for Brett, to tell him he has a 7-year-old son, Reid, and that they aren't, in

fact, divorced; together, they must figure out how to forgive and where to go from here.(Though

reviews are inherently subjective, I prefer to provide some organization to my opinions through the

use of a personal rubric. The following notes may contain spoilers.)Plot and Setting: 4.5 -- Plot has

unique elements and no major holes, but a few shaky bits. Setting is clear, believable, and

consistent. I really enjoyed the letters to each other that are interspersed with the main story. Some

of the interactions with other characters (like Kate's 2 encounters with Olivia, or the several

encounters with Sandy, or even involvement in Tom's date with Tammy) seemed unfinished, and

therefore unnecessary.Characters: 4 -- Mostly relatable, realistic, interesting, dynamic characters.

Even minor characters have depth. I can understand Brett not sending his emails, and repeatedly

trying to locate Kate, and loving her so readily again even with all her secrets. I can less easily

understand Kate. I guess her refusal to walk with God is a large part of it, but I can't quite wrap my

mind around her loving Brett for all those years, and never reaching out to him. Sure, confessing

would be hard, but waiting longer only makes it harder. Sounds like her mother was a difficult

woman, but she was spot on in her insistence that Kate talk to Brett.Writing and Mechanics: 4.5 --

Few, if any, typos or word errors. Intelligent use of alternating POV. Generally skillful writing. More

of that characteristic triple-repeating style, which worked better in some places than in others.

How have I not read anything by Liz Isaacson before now? Yikes! I have a lot of reading to catch

up.:)I donâ€™t typically choose to read books where the characters are married, but the cover spoke

to me and the blurb intrigued. I didnâ€™t like Kate in the beginning. Never really got her. Like why

she asked Brett for a divorce. Why she chose to stay silent about Reid. Why she stuck around and

took abuse from a patronizing mother. I mean, she was an adult, why didnâ€™t she just take her

son and live on her own? I didnâ€™t understand some of her choices, especially toward the

end.â€œKate felt utterly alone, like she was the only woman stupid enough to make such colossal

mistakes.â€•Yep. Weâ€™ve all been there, havenâ€™t we? So, Kateâ€™s love and devotion to her

son, Reid, and her willingness to take a job and stay on the ranch just so Brett could get to know



Reid, redeemed her. Brett, on the other handâ€¦â€œSheâ€™d loved the danger in his eyes. The

years had changed him, and though his eyes were still pools of ebony, they held more wisdom now.

The same passion, but curbed with patience and maturity.â€•Heâ€™s been through three

deployments already, suffers from PTSD and a fear of sand. Horses calm him, and heâ€™s found a

sense of peace at Three Rivers Ranch. When Kate shows up and shatters his balance, I

couldnâ€™t blame him for wrestling with forgiveness. Even so, heâ€™s kind and sweet and really

good with Reid. What a hero! Especially when heâ€¦yikes, I canâ€™t give that away! Youâ€™ll have

to read the book.:)I appreciated the insight from the letters and emails, but toward the end, I felt like

they took over the story. The faith thread was subtle, not overpowering or preachy, and the romance

the perfect balance of speak and sizzle.
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